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* For anyone in this category who have already died, their descendent inherit their share per stirpes 
† Spouse or civil partner has to survive the deceased by 28 days 
▲ ‘Moveable estate’ includes things such as money, cars, jewellery etc. 
	  

Are you married or in a 
civil partnership?† 

Do you have 
children? 

Do you have children? 

Estate will go 
solely to your 

spouse 

Your spouse or 
civil partner gets: 

 
- First 250,000 of 

the estate 
- Moveable 

estate� 

- ½ of anything 
remaining 

 
If there is any 

residue left after 
that: 

 
- Remaining ½ 

goes to children 
	  

Estate is shared equally 
between your children* 

Do you have 
parents? 

Estate is shared equally 
between your parents 

Do you have 
brothers or 

sisters? 

Estate is equally shared 
between your full siblings* 

then between any half 
siblings.* 

Do you have 
grandparents? 

Estate is shared equally 
between your grandparents 

Do you have 
aunts or uncles? 

Estate is shared equally 
between your full aunts and 
uncles* then between your 

half aunts and uncles.* 

Everything passes to Crown 

NO	  

NO	  

	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

INTESTACY FLOWCHART   

ENGLAND AND WALES 

	  



	   	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  	   	  

	   	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	  

	   	   	  

	   	  

	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  	  

NO	   NO	  
	  

	  

	   	   	  

	  

	  

	  

* For anyone in this category, who have already died, their descendent inherit their share per stirpes  
+ ‘Moveable estate’ includes things such as money, cars, jewellery etc.  

Are you married or in a 
civil partnership? 

Do you have 
children? Do you have children? 

Your spouse or civil 
partner gets: 

 
- Interest in your 

house up to 
£473,000 

- Furniture and 
household goods 

up to £29,000 
- £89,000 of the 

moveable estate+ 
 

If there is any 
residue left after 

that it will be 
distributed as 

follows: 
 
If you have parents 

and siblings 
 

- Half to parents 
equally 

- Half to siblings 
equally 

 
If you only parents 

or only siblings 
survive, estate is 
split equally them 

 
If no siblings or 
parents survive, 

everything goes to 
your spouse. 

	  

	  

Your spouse or civil 
partner gets: 

 
- Interest in the 

house up to 
£473,000 

- Furniture and 
household items up 

to £29,000 
- £50,000 of the 

moveable estate+ 
 

If there is any 
residue left after 

that: 
 

- One third to your 
spouse 

- Residue to 
children* 

Estate is shared equally 
between your children* 

	  

Do you have 
parents and/or 

siblings? 

If you have parents and 
brothers/sisters: 

 

- Half to the parents equally 
- Half to brothers/sisters 

equally*. 
 

If your only parents or only 
siblings survive, estate is 

split equally between them	  

Do you have 
aunts or uncles? 

Estate is shared equally 
between aunts/uncles* 

	  

Do you have 
any 

grandparents? 

Estate goes to surviving 
ancestors generation by 
generation successively 

Do you have any 
great-aunts or 
great-uncles? 

Do you have any 
other ancestors? 

Estate is shared equally 
between great-aunts and 

great-uncles* 

Estate is shared equally 
between grandparents. 

Estate goes to the Crown 

YES	   NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  
YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

INTESTACY FLOWCHART   

SCOTLAND 
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* For anyone in this category who have already died, their descendent inherit their share per stirpes 
† Spouse or civil partner has to survive the deceased by 28 days 
▲ ‘Moveable estate’ includes things such as money, cars, jewellery etc. 
	   	  

Are you married or in a 
civil partnership?† 

Do you have 
any children? 

Is your estate worth 
more than £250,000? 

Estate will go solely 
to your spouse 

	  

	  

	  
Do you have any 

children? 
	  

Do you have 
parents? 

Do you have 
brothers or 

sisters? 
	  

Do you have 
grandparents? 

Do you have any 
parents? 

	  

	  

	  

Spouse/partner 
gets moveable 

estate, and 
£250,000. 

 
- If one child, ½ of 

remainder to 
spouse, ½ to child 
- If more than one 
child, spouse gets 

� of remainder and 
the children get the 

rest 
	  

	  

	  

Spouse/partner 
gets moveable 

estate, £450,000 
and ½ of remainder 

 
- Rest shared 

equally between 
parents 

	  

	  

	  
  Spouse/partner 
gets moveable 

estate, £450,000 
and: 

 
- ½ of remainder 

- Rest shared 
equally between 

siblings 
	  

	  

	  

Do you have any 
brothers/sisters? 

	  

	  

	  
Estate will go solely 

to your spouse 

	  

	  

	  

Estate is shared equally 
between your children* 

Estate is shared equally 
between your parents 

Estate is equally shared 
between your siblings*	  

Estate is shared equally 
between your grandparents 

Do you have 
aunts or uncles? 

Estate is shared equally 
between your aunts and 

uncles*	  

Everything passes to Crown 

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

NO	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

YES	  

INTESTACY FLOWCHART   

NORTHERN IRELAND 

	  


